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February 11, 2021 

The Honorable Michael Dunleavy 
Governor of the State of Alaska 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 110001 Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Governor Dunleavy, 

The statement you issued recently regarding the Emergency Declaration for Tuluksak said that 
your administration is working with local partners "to ensure the people ofTuluksak have constant access 
to drinking water and that the ice road is maintained." Calista, an Alaska Native Regional Corporation 
representing over 33,000 shareholders in the Yukon Kuskokwim (YK) Delta region, and the Native 
Village ofNapaimute, write to thank you for issuing the Declaration and to call attention to the ongoing 
emergency needs of our Region. We request the State deploy the National Guard to deliver fresh water 
supplies to Tuluksak and direct a portion of emergency funds toward maintenance of the essential and life 
sustaining Kuskokwim Ice Road that is maintained by Napaimute in collaboration with other Tribes and 
regional organizations. 

The Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta region in Western Alaska is home to 56 federally recognized 
Tribes, nearly one-quarter of all the Tribes in Alaska. The YK Delta communities are located along the 
Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers and Bering Sea. Spread across an area the size of New York State, our 
communities are not connected to each other by road system and the only access to each community, and 
the rest of Alaska, is by ice road, frozen tundra, or airplane. The YK Delta region also has some of the 
highest costs of living in the nation and vehicle access to Bethel can offer significant cost savings for 
food, fuel, and other essential supplies, and of course, access to health care. Over 200 vaccinations were 
recently delivered by way of ice road when a doctor and two nurses traveled to Kwethluk over the frozen 
Kuskokwim River. 

We receive near daily communications from community and Tribal leaders telling us how the 
COVID-19 pandemic has profoundly impacted their daily lives. Stores in villages are not always stocked, 
mail delivery is inconsistent and unreliable, and as you know, a recent fire devastated the Tuluksak 
community by burning down the only facility that provides fresh water to the village. In addition to the 
devastating fire, Tuluksak, along with many other YK communities, continues to suffer serious COVID- 
19 outbreaks and recently lost a respected elder to the virus. 

With severe climate impacts now permeating the region, harsh winter blizzards frequently impede 
air travel and in such dangerous winter storm and blizzard conditions wind chill can cause frostbite on 
exposed skin in as little as 10 minutes. Flying in water to Tuluksak may not always be an option with 
weather delays. The Ice Road can also be unsafe and difficult to navigate in certain weather conditions. 
Therefore, it is necessary to deploy the National Guard to deliver emergency water supplies to Tuluksak, 
not only due of the en01mous expense of flying in pallets of water, but because Tuluksak is only one big 
stonn away from total isolation and no access to potable water amidst a COVID-19 pandemic. 




